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6 27 2011 9:30 a.m. remarks to the MPO Board – with apology to Mr. Lincoln
Two Decades ago our Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) forefathers brought forth a New Priority -  widen the Venice Bypass.  Conceived by Venice, and dedicated to the proposition that customers more quickly avoid Venice.
Now we are engaged in a great MPO dilemma, testing whether widening so conceived and so dedicated should endure along what became a retail business corridor disrupted by intersections.   Testing what seemed like a good idea at the time. Whether to practice that past, or more safely move more through more quickly with today’s best practice.

It is altogether fitting and proper that we do this … MPO funds being so limited.  
The Bradenton Times will little note nor long remember what we say here today ….  But never forget: once widened, forever widened, private property taken from the tax base forever, drivers forever accelerating/idling/braking/accelerating over and over and over.  Wasting time, wasting fuel, polluting the air - on into eons.  The legacy of this MPO left for future MPO boards.  
Rather, let this MPO Board be dedicated to the great task remaining before you, the unfinished work of better mobility for the most people soonest … with increased devotion to the Federal Highway Administration word  that came  down “Wide Nodes, Narrow Road.”  It’s the joints, not the pipe.  An MPO applying a full measure of best multimodal practice.
That Venice shall have its ByPass upgrade, with the congestion relief and better travel time Venice has earned and deserves. That Venice shall not suffer in vain waiting for red lights to turn green. 

That this MPO shall not delay another five years, but here now highly resolve to give new birth to your adopted mission: your 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRPT) for US41 as multimodal corridor from Parish to the Charlotte county line. So that which you nobly advance for Manatee and Sarasota mobility shall not perish … ever.
~ Rod Warner
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